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Smoke Alarm Safety Tips

Properly installed and maintained, residential smoke alarms are one of the best and least
expensive ways to provide an early warning when a fire begins. Smoke alarms save lives,
preventinjuries and minimize property damage by alerting residents early to a fire hazard.

o Test alarms at least monthly by pushing the test button.

* Smoke rises; install smoke alarms following manufacturer's instructions highonawalloren a
ceiling. Save manufacturer's instructions fortesting and maintenance.

* Replace batteries in all smoke alarms at least once a year. If an alarm “chirps,” waming the
battery is low, replace battery right away.

* Replace allsmeoke alamms, including alarms that use ten year batteries and hard-wired alarms,
when they are ten yedars old orsoonerifthey do not respond propery when tested.

* Be sure the smoke alarm has the label of a recognized testing laboratory.

» Alarms that are hard-wired (and include battery backup) must be installed by a qualified
electrician.

+ Smoke alarms are available for people who are deaf or hard of hearing. These alams use
strobe lights. Yibration equipment can be addedto these alams.

«Smoke alamms are an important part of a home fire escape plan.

* Plan and practice escape plans severaltimes a year.

FOR LESSTHAN THE COST OF AMOVIE ($20.00) YOU CAN PROTECTYOU
AND YOUR FAMILY FROM “AVOIDABLE" FIRE RELATED DEATHS!
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